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Commons met until the building was destroyed by fire in
1834.

The fire of 1834 was caused by the carelessness of some
workman who had been ordered to burn some tallies (notched
wooden sticks used for keeping accounts). The stove in
which they were being burned became overheated and set fire
to some panelling. Soon the palace was a heap of smouldering
ruins, only the Great Hall of Westminster and some adjoining
parts surviving.

The new Palace of Westminster was designed by Mr.
(later Sir) Charles Barry, who incorporated in his design those
parts of the old Palace which had survived the fire.

During the 1939-1945 war the Palace was again damaged
and the Commons Chamber entirely destroyed. A new Cham-
ber, designed by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, was erected on the
old site and opened on October 26, 1950.

THE   LOW   COST   OF   PARLIAMENT

($ Thousand)

HOUSE OF    HOUSE OF

LORDS      COMMONS    TOTAL

Maintenance of buildings, lighting,
heating, furniture, custodians, po-
lice, rates (local taxes)                           580 1,193            1,773
Clerks' Departments, etc.                           202                  414               616
Salaries and allowances of Members
of the House of Commons                                            1,841            1,841
Travelling expenses                                        20                  230               250
Lords of Appeal, Lord Chancellor's
Department                                                196 '                   196
Printing and stationery                                   95                  588               683
Kitchen Committee                                                                    37                 37
Miscellaneous                                                   36                    76               112
1,129                4,379           5,445